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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

ould hate to see U.S. citizens spend most of their
disposable income on food. Could you imagine
rationing food and waiting in line for hours to
get each day’s food to prepare one’s meal?

This could be very possible if our nation

turns it back on the American farmer.

’

INTINUED FROM FRONT COVER
ged, | adddressed the faes thae farms
anches empleowy 20 porcett of o
Ts work force directty aned opuny
3ondectly. Agriculiure provides
Wis 1o expert 160 help lessen our
T~ hugee vade deficit s agrical-
sovides vs with increased nationul
ity and the sabest food source in
orld. 16w lose our faems and our
s, the Dinited Staces will ne longer
vworld's leader and thur is o very
thought. Perhiaps, then, we will have
y o conmmunist China to keep th
in the world.

o would vou Tike to rely on ather
s Jor food?” We rely on other na-
for petroleun and steed ol we are
2 deaely for that, Prices scemoo be
incrudsing and these volaule prices
ading the way Jor price gouging on
¢ produces.

rould hate o see LLS, citizens spend
of their dispeosable incomy on tood

Centld vou inurgine mnoning food and
wuning in hne for hours 1o get each Jdoav's
food terpreepare ane™s meal? This could be
very possible i our navien aens o back
on he American Garmoer, Wity the world's
populition doubling cvery -0 veurs, who
will feed those mouthis wthour the hadp
of the americin Tarmer” M be, nuosi
anpartantly . who will Feed Americu?

Furmers need help and we needd it
e This s aocall e alb government
agencies al esery level whaher v s
federal, stule, or county. You affear us
direaly and indirecthv with your acticns
and 1 challenge you 1w help make the
Americun farmer stronger. Cut throwugh
the red wipe and ook in the muror,
What can yvou do to help farnrers and
thus help vour nution? Pease work with
us and remember the circumsonees
as to why vour agency wis created in
the first phace. Many agencies have lost
touch with thoir purpose as well as theie
COMMON SCNse,
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Joft fmiman
VG Prosicior

Federally, the Unned Stses Depan-
muent of Agriculiure nost pevisic s loan
rates on commodities wnd make them
more 1elevant o oday s ensts of dowg
husiness. Flow can they dhopwhea loan
il N ecenl veart When our ok
hove only been drmuedically increansmyg
ansd production has renuined lesel The
Pacific Northiwesn, o region wloch pre-
dominanely rises <ol w hite whest. is sl
puzzled hone they candrop the lan price
fon s ¢l of whueat by |7 veis per
bushiel, thrs veur. while alb orher Classes
remained virmath unchanged

Congress must nuike the 2007 Fann
Bl strong s must not sell out Smercim
Trmers st wo Lie WO compliome Biot-
som Ime, we need vour assisiince oow
more than cver and we cannel sun ive
Ay more cuts, Most of 1he genet puhhe
does notratlize that the covernment. not
the furmcr, sets the prce o wheat and
has since 1917

Arthe stee and Tederal level, please
continue 1he appropriations for e
dredging and maintenance aporiations on
our puer systems g0 tha we can be s
competitive as possible ac shipping o
crop o market. River bargimg i sull the
most retiable and cfficient way o ship
Qur Crop 1o ports near Portland

1 could go onand on with fiems thi
need addressing atevery tevel ol govern-
ment tutt would help the Washingion
state whent producer That 1s preciscele
the job than we doas the Washinggon As-
sociation of Wheat Growers, Producers,
please pan me and the other membeers
of the assoctuion ol commince s
on Ocber 18 in Rizville to help dhrea
our focus for the coming vear. An e
cumualation of reforms. both big and
small, are needed for us 1o thrve as
whear producers,

Ifthe American farmer becomes
stronger, rural America and the rest
of the United States will become
stronger. Can we count on your sup-
port for a stranger America?
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ECONOMY: Pressures taking toll
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From Page 1

hit and hobbled Louisiana's oil in-
frastructure.

- Farmers are locking anywhere
to cut their input costs, and Jim
Fitzgerald, executive director of
the Washington State Farm Ser-
vice Agency, said he's hearing from
more farmers asking whether now
18 the time to leave agriculture and
find a paying job. He sa1d those
who seem to be weathering the
storm of rising prices best either
have off-farm income or zero long-
term debit.

“But if you are strictly on rent-
ed land or making mortgage pay-
ments — those are the ones who will
fall prey to the woif\” he said.

Ron Jirava, past president of
the Washington Association of
Wheat Growers. said he doesn't
know how farmers balance the bot-
tom line. He, for one, has taken a
job driving tractor for a neighbor
to make ends meet on his own op-
eration.

“The sad thing is that thusis a
3.000-acre farm. It used e be a
good-size farm, supporting many

people. Now it barely supports one,”
he said.

Nat Webh, a farmer northwest
of Walla Walla. agreed. “The frus-
trating part this year is thet we
had a pretty good crop. But the
costs are such you cant survive on
a good crop anymore,” he said. “It
is beyend our ¢ost of production.”

Webb, who is 61, said the sub-
sidies farmers receive today are
naothing like the payments of yes-
teryear.

“I don't like subsidies, but that
is what has sustained wheat agri-
culture in Washington for a num-
ber of years. It’s at the point now
subsidies aren't going to sustain
us. If they want wheat farmers to
survive, something is going to have
to change. People are going to have
pay 2 higher price or a higher sub-
sidy,” he said.

Although there have been oth-
er episodes of farmers pleading eco-
nomic hardship, Webb said, it's dif-
ferent this time.

“The wolf haa came this time,
but I don't think anybody realizes
it,” he said, arguing foran effort to
commiunicate agriculture’s dire

straits to the rest of the country.

Perry Dozier, who farms near
Touchet, Wash ., said the situation
deteriorated rapidly. Just before
harvest, 8 farmer friend was talk-
ing to him about upgrading his
equipment. Afterwards, the same
friend asked if he wanted 1o lease
his ground.

*[t is about how much do you
want to keep accumulating debt?
Yeah, you can get {inancing, but
how far do you want 1o sink?” Dozi-
er said, confirming he turmed down
the 4,000-acre lease.

As for teased fand he still farms,
Dozier is evaluating the contracls
closely. They have to be structured
to allow both the landlord and the
farmer to survive, he said.

Although some farmers around
him have talked of waiting to do
their fall work until fert:lizer and
fuel prices come dawn, Dozier said.
Mother Nature, not the price of in-
puts, dictates his schedule. “You
have to do the right things at the
right time. You've got to suck it up.”

Seott Yates is based in Spokane.
His e-mail address is syotes@eap-
italpress.com.
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